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Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, folks from across
the country came to Washington this week to
mourn the passing of President Ronald
Reagan. Even in death, the former President
continued his fascinating connection with
Americans of all types.

Although | never met Ronald Reagan, he
was one of my inspirations for entering poli-
tics. | was 18 at the time of his 1980 presi-
dential campaign and it was the first big elec-
tion to which | really paid attention. | remem-
ber being drawn to what this man, a half a
century older than me, was saying about hav-
ing faith in our country, its people and their fu-
ture. He was optimistic, cheerful and came
across as a thoroughly likable guy.

It was simply astounding how he could es-
tablish a bond with even the most unlikely au-
dience. In 1984, | was a senior at The Ohio
State University and a member of the march-
ing band. We were asked to play at a rally
that President Reagan would be holding at St.
John Arena. At first we all thought it would be
an official band appearance, but then we were
informed that since the President’s visit was
actually a campaign event, we could not ap-
pear as The Ohio State University Marching
Band. If we wished, though, we could volun-
teer on our own, and appear without our uni-
forms. There were roughly 200 members in
the band at that time and, as | recall, roughly
200 of us jumped at the opportunity to play at
the President’s campaign event. Think of it. A
couple of hundred college kids were treating
the appearance of a 73-year-old Republican
President as enthusiastically as the Michigan
game—we would not have missed it for the
world.

President Reagan could connect with col-
lege kids and he could connect with Demo-
crats, particularly those like my dad, an Italian
immigrant who worked as a machinist. He
came to America so he could have a better
life and his kids’ lives would be better still. He
knew exactly what Ronald Reagan was talking
about.

He was The Great Communicator. President
Reagan swept aside the filters and “analysis”
of the news media and spoke from the Oval
Office directly with the American people. He
had the gift of explaining issues and his posi-
tions on them in simple, effective terms—a gift
all too few of us in politics today possess.
President Reagan spoke in a way that made
Americans feel like they were almost partners
with him.

Perception is reality, and Ronald Reagan
knew that. His message of hope and optimism
put a new face on the Republican Party, and
brought an end to the dour Nixonian era of
GOP politics. Young people like me began
looking at the Republican Party in a different
way. Because of Ronald Reagan, we could
take pride in being Republicans.

| was struck by the attitude | saw in Wash-
ington this week. Certainly, there was sadness
and grief over the loss of one of the giants of
our time. But in keeping with the make-up of
the man himself, there was more. As often as
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not, people also smiled when they spoke of
Ronald Reagan, often displaying that same
sense of hope and good cheer that he himself
had radiated throughout his life. For all his ac-
complishments, it's that same sense of hope
and optimism that I'll think of whenever | re-
member Ronald Reagan.

————
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Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I'm hon-
ored to join my colleagues in support of H.
Res. 664, honoring the late Honorable Ronald
Wilson Reagan, 40th President of the United
States. As is the case for so many speaking
in this chamber today, Ronald Reagan was
one of my personal heroes.

Although we are all deeply saddened by the
passing of President Reagan, Americans
today are still touched by his legacy and his
steadfast belief in the promise of this great
Nation. By using his famous wit, he knew how
to make us believe in ourselves again. Each
of us has our favorite examples of the Reagan
wit. My favorite quote is, “Government’s view
of the economy could be summed up in a few
short phrases: If it moves, tax it. If it keeps
moving, regulate it. And if it stops moving,
subsidize it.”

To Ronald Reagan, “America is a shining
city upon a hill for all to see and to follow and
reach to, something toward which mankind
should strive.” Reagan brought convictions
and determination as well as a genuine, hope-
ful and optimistic outlook to the office of Presi-
dent. Ronald Reagan never doubted his con-
victions. He never lost faith in America. His re-
assuring tones were comforting even in dif-
ficult times. With Reagan as president, it was
indeed morning again in America.

Just prior to Ronald Reagan assuming the
presidency, many people wondered whether
this country’s best days were behind us.
Reagan insisted: “America’s best days lie
ahead.” By the time he left office, the United
States was enjoying the longest peacetime
economic expansion in our history. President
Reagan’s most long-lasting legacy is his role
in winning the Cold War. While the common
doctrine of the time called for containing Com-
munism, Reagan boldly predicted it would
soon be “left on the ash-heap of history.”

During the journey that was the Reagan rev-
olution, he restored prosperity, confidence, op-
timism, faith and pride in America. While we
will miss Ronald Reagan, his contributions to
the world will be felt for generations to come.
He came to Washington to change the country
and ended up changing the world. As he said
in his farewell address to the Nation from the
Oval Office, “A final word to the men and
women of the Reagan revolution, the men and
women across America who for eight years
did the work that brought America back. My
friends: We did it. We weren't just marking
time. We made a difference. We made. the
city stronger, we made the city freer, and we
left her in good hands. All in all, not bad, not
bad at all.”

Summing up an American icon, a giant, like
Ronald Reagan is an enormous task. | am
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grateful for the vision Ronald Reagan taught
me and the lessons about the power of con-
victions, the value of principled leadership,
and the goodness and the decency of the
human spirit. We’'ll miss the twinkle in his eyes
and affable smile which have left this earth.
However, the contributions he made to his
country and to mankind remain with us, as
vast as the great continent that the United
States spans, and God willing, will outlast us
all.

As an American, | want to join in offering my
support of H. Res. 664, honoring the late Hon-
orable Ronald Wilson Reagan, 40th President
of the United States.

————
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Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, | join my col-
leagues in offering a tribute to former Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan. He is rightly remem-
bered as a larger-than-life figure—a man who
conquered first Hollywood, then California, and
then Washington, DC, and whose message of
freedom and democracy spread around the
world. Though | did not know him well, | did
know his daughter Maureen very well, and she
is also missed.

President Reagan was naturally possessed
of the qualities that make a great leader. As
Governor of California and later as President,
he used a blend of humor, kindness and bold-
ness to communicate with the American peo-
ple, to challenge and defeat the Soviet adver-
sary, and to promote his uniquely American vi-
sion of how things should be.

While | disagreed with a number of his poli-
cies, | always admired his ability to convey his
ideas and his power to persuade.

The enormous outpouring of emotion and
love for this man comes as no surprise. When
we think of Ronald Wilson Reagan, we will re-
member his infectious optimism and grace,
and his belief that there is always a better day
ahead for America.

—————
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, along with all of
my colleagues here today, | rise to honor
President Ronald Reagan. | was first elected
to Congress in 1988, on the same day that
President George H.W. Bush was elected. Be-
cause Members of Congress officially take of-
fice on January 3, while a new President does
not take office until January 20, my first 17
days as a Congressman were during the last
17 days Ronald Reagan served as President.
So when people ask me who was the Presi-
dent when | first came to Washington, | reply
that it was Ronald Reagan. | had the oppor-
tunity to see Ronald Reagan in person only
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